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tale has spread far and wide; the Western versions begin in
the twelfth century, and it is also diffused in Slavonic and
Armenian editions.
Satire and Miscellanea. There are three remarkable
Byzantine prose-pieces which can be placed under the head
of Satire, though this classification is least applicable to the
earliest, the Philopatris. The situation revealed by it fits the
reign of Nicephorus Phocas (963-9); there are discontents
in the capital which threaten the security of the Emperor,
such as those brought about by this monarch's heavy taxation
and limitation of church property, while on the other hand
there are victories over the Persians (Arabs) and Scythians
(Russians). In the first part of the work the author attacks
the 'pagans' of Constantinople—the humanists who by their
enthusiasm for the literature of classical Greece were once
more introducing the gods of the ancient faith; in the second
part he is more serious: here he turns against those who are
plotting against the State. The true Patriot (Philopatris) will
free himself from both. Religious orthodoxy mated with
unquestioning loyalty to the commonwealth is the writer's
faith. The two other Byzantine satires—the Timarion and
the Mazaris—are frank imitations of Lucian's Nekyomanteia\
they belong to the twelfth and fifteenth centuries respec-
tively.1 The Timarion has much the greater literary merit,
and satirizes types, such as physicians, rhetoricians, and
sophists, in an amusing way.
A brief mention of one curious work may here find a place.
The Christian Topography of Cosmas was written in the sixth
century and in it the author, a merchant who had traded with
India and on his retirement had withdrawn into a monastery,
sought to prove from the Scriptures that the earth was fiat
and not spherical. Geographers have always made use of the
accounts given by Cosmas of Ceylon, of the ports, commerce,
and animals of India, and of the Kingdom of Axum in
Ethiopia. But his work has a further interest, for Cosmas
can ask unusual questions, e.g., why did God take six
days to create the world? And the answer which he gives
to that question is unexpected: it was that the angels might
1 For a full analysis of both these works cf. H. F. Tozer's article in the Journal
of Hellenic Studies, vol. ii (1881), pp. 233-70, on 'Byzantine Satire*.

